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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The syllabus

The present syllabus was examined for the first time in 2003. The syllabus is modelled on the
Leaving Certificate syllabuses for other modern languages within the Irish post-primary curriculum.

The syllabus and examinations are designed for learners of Russian as a foreign language.

1.2 Russian as a foreign language in the Irish post-primary curriculum

The majority of candidates presenting for the Leaving Certificate in Russian over the past 4 years
have been either native speakers, heritage speakers (for whom Russian is the language of the home),
ethnic Russians from former Soviet Republics or (former) citizens of the Independent States that
resulted from the break-up of the Soviet Union. The standard of literacy skills suggests that many
have had a significant portion of their education in Russian-language schools; others have learnt
Russian as a first foreign language; yet others have had little or no formal training in Russian literacy
skills. The standard of oral and listening comprehension skills, which are more impressive than
written proficiency, suggest that most candidates have lived at some stage in an environment where

Russian was, if not the dominant language, then at least a significant second language.

The increasing numbers taking Russian in the Leaving Certificate examination reflects the

increasing representation of the communities listed above in Irish society:

Table 1: The number of candidates presenting for the LC 2003-2006

Year Ordinary Level Higher Level Total LC cohort
2003 3 55 59525
2004 2 73 58753
2005 10 111 57422
2006 18 158 54110

Some schools offer Transition Year modules in Russian; some schools provide formal or informal
Russian-language support to students who have a prior knowledge of the language and wish to
present for the Leaving Certificate. There is evidence that many candidates are unaware of the
various components of the examination. Many candidates commented during the oral examinations
that they did not know what to expect either at the oral or indeed in relation to any aspect of the

examination.
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1.3 The examination

1.3.1 Number and type of components

The Leaving Certificate examination in Russian tests the four language skills — listening, speaking,
reading comprehension and writing. Candidates may take the examination at Higher or Ordinary

Level. Marks are allocated to the various components as follows: -

Ordinary Level Higher Level
1. a written language paper 220 marks 220 marks
2. alistening comprehension test 100 marks 80 marks
3. an oral examination 80 marks 100 marks

In 2006 the format of the examinations was fundamentally the same as in previous years with one
adjustment: the Written Language Paper was brought in line with other modern language papers and

the examination lasted two and a half hours, instead of three.

While the orals in the Modern Languages were conducted before Easter, the Russian Leaving
Certificate oral test was conducted at the end of May, between the end of teaching in most schools
and the beginning of the written examinations. The recording of all candidates’ oral tests was
retained as in previous years. A monitoring and moderation process was carried out during May-

June.

The Reading Comprehension and Written Production were examined together in a two-and-a half-
hour examination followed by a 40-minute Listening Comprehension Test. In 2006 these were held
on Friday 9th June, beginning with the written examination at both Higher and Ordinary Levels from

9.30 a.m. to 12.00 p.m., followed by the Listening Comprehension Test from 12.10 to 12.50 p.m.
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1.3.2 Structure of the written paper (Ordinary Level)
The written paper is divided into two Sections.

Section I: Comprehension (160 marks)

This section tests the candidates’ understanding of Russian and is further sub-divided into 4 sub-

sections:

A. Information retrieval 60 marks
B Mix and Match 40 marks
C. Structuring discourse 20 marks
D Comprehension 40 marks

Section II: Writing (60 marks)

This section tests the candidates’ ability (A) to express themselves on a topic relating to Russia

and/or Russian life or culture and (B) to express themselves in Russian:
A. Short answers: Cultural awareness 30 marks

B. Extended Writing 30 marks

SECTION I: A. This section requires candidates to read short informative texts (advertisements,
public signs, posters, brochures, guides, instructions, brief news reports etc.) and to attempt the

following types of exercises:

e Answer factual comprehension questions, requiring candidates to scan the texts to locate

specifically required information. These questions require no knowledge outside of the text.

e Questions requiring candidates to demonstrate that they understand abbreviations, initials and

acronyms.

SECTION I: B. This section requires candidates to match words, concepts, issues, historical
periods, titles (of books, magazines, TV programmes etc.), names of historical figures, newspaper

headlines with short descriptive or informative texts. Candidates are also required to:
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e Answer questions asking candidates to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of basic

grammatical concepts and structures.

SECTION I: C. This section requires candidates to complete a text by inserting the words supplied

in the appropriate spaces. All words are supplied in the appropriate form.

SECTION I: D. Candidates are required to read a text and answer comprehension questions in

English or in Irish.

SECTION II: A. Candidates are asked to write 3-5 sentences on 2-4 topics. These topics require
knowledge of aspects of Russian culture. The topics are selected from themes and concepts arising
in the texts in Section I. Answers are accepted in Russian, English or Irish. Marks are awarded for

relevant content and textual coherence.

SECTION II: B. Candidates are required to write a short essay (80-100 words). Candidates are
given a choice of three titles, each requiring essays of a slightly different genre: a letter, a

story/narrative or an interview. An indication of 3-5 of the issues to be dealt with is provided.

1.3.3 Structure of the written paper (Higher Level)
The written paper is divided into two Sections.

Section I: Comprehension (120 marks)

This section tests the candidates understanding of the language and is further sub-divided into 3

Questions:

Question 1 Comprehension text and tasks 50 marks
Question 2 Comprehension text and tasks 50 marks
Question 3 Structuring extended discourse 20 marks
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Section II — Grammar, language use and guided writing (100 marks)

This section tests candidates’ ability to use the language correctly and with a certain degree of

fluency. This section is also sub-divided into 3 Questions:

Question 1 Grammatical accuracy 30 marks
Question 2 Short essay 30 marks
Question 3 Extended/guided writing 40 marks

SECTION I: Questions 1 and 2. One of the comprehension texts is a narrative (literary,
(auto)biographical, historical, diary), the other is discursive or informative/expository (journalistic,
brochure, letter etc.). Candidates may be required to answer comprehension questions in English,
Irish or Russian. Candidates should be advised to read the instructions carefully. The types of

questions asked of the candidates include:

e Factual questions referring to the material presented in the text, and where no knowledge

external to the text is required.

¢ Questions requiring the candidates to extract salient points in order to summarise the whole text,

a specific topic and/or the underlying point of a text.

¢ Questions asking candidates to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of basic

grammatical concepts and structures.

e Questions asking candidates to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the cultural
background to the texts. Candidates may be asked to write short notes on key concepts
introduced in the text and/or to demonstrate that they understand abbreviations, initials and

acronyms.

¢ Questions asking candidates to comment on the style and register of a given text. Answers to this

type of question are accepted in Russian, English or Irish.

SECTION I: Question 3. This section requires candidates to demonstrate that they understand how

texts are structured. The following tasks may be included:

e Matching questions and answers from an interview or matching the beginnings and ends of

sentences in an expository or narrative text.
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e Identifying the order of questions and answers in an interview or identifying the order of

sentences in a narrative or informative text.
e Providing questions in an interview where only the answers are given.

e Transcoding or re-coding information (from question and answer format into narrative or vice

versa; supplying headings for paragraphs; summarising a text by stating the main points).

SECTION II: Question 1. This question tests candidates’ knowledge and understanding of the

grammatical structures of Russian. Exercise types include:
e Putting words supplied in brackets into the correct form.
e Inserting words supplied in the correct form into the spaces provided.

e Completing truncated words.

SECTION II: Question 2. Candidates are required to write a short informative/expository essay
(50 words) on one of a range of topics given. The topics require candidate to demonstrate knowledge

and understanding of aspects of Russian culture.

SECTION II: Question 3. Candidates are required to write a piece of extended prose (maximum
140 words). In this question, candidates are offered a choice of tasks. Candidates could be required

to do one of the following:
e Write a letter (to a friend or in response to an advertisement).
e Write a narrative.
e Write an analysis of responses to a poll.

e Respond to a short discussion piece on a topic of contemporary relevance.
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1.3.4 Structure of the listening comprehension test

The Listening Comprehension examination, of 40 minutes duration, is in four sections, all of which

are answered in English or in Irish. Candidates are required to answer all questions in all sections.

The material within each section is played three times: first right through, then in three-five

segments with pauses and, finally, right through again.

The texts are the same for both levels. The questions at Ordinary Level contain more contextual

information than those at the Higher Level.

Text types: The subject matter of the texts is consistent with the subject content of the syllabus.
Aural stimuli may include conversations, interviews, public announcements, advertisements, news

reports, extracts from the radio and other sources.

Question types: At the Ordinary Level there are two question types:
e selected responses, where students are presented with several options.
e short-answer responses, where students are required to produce brief answers.

Higher Llevel candidates are required to demonstrate an understanding of general information and
specific detail. At the Higher Level all questions require candidates to produce brief answers. The

types of questions asked of the candidates include:

e Factual questions referring to the material presented in the text, and where no knowledge

external to the text is required.

¢ Questions requiring the candidates to extract salient points in order to summarise a specific

topic/the underlying point of a text.
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1.3.5 Structure of the oral examination

There are 3 sections to the oral examination, in the following order:

Section 1:  General Conversation: narrative (4-5 minutes) (40 marks)
Section 2:  General Conversation: discursive (4-5 minutes) (30 marks)
Section 3:  One of the options below: (4-5 minutes) (30 marks)

(a) Project

(b) Picture Sequence.

Section 1: General Conversation: narrative and descriptive

The first section focuses on general conversation about the candidate’s life and interests. Typically,
candidates are asked to answer at least 7 questions about subjects such as their family home, their

neighbourhood, their school, their leisure pursuits, holidays, and plans for the future.

Section 2: General Conversation: discursive

The second section focuses on the candidate’s awareness of Russian culture. Candidates are
presented with a list of topics related to Russian culture, history, or contemporary life. They must
choose one of these subjects for discussion. The list includes subjects such as a Russian book or
film, a favourite Russian artist, musician, or famous personality. Candidates are also given an option
to present a comparative analysis of everyday life in Ireland and Russia. Again, candidates are asked

approximately 7 questions relating to the chosen topic.

Section 3: Project/ Picture Sequence

In the third section candidates are given two options. They may choose to present a written project

or they may opt for a picture sequence.

Candidates who choose to do an oral presentation of their project are asked to talk about the project
without interruption for 2-3 minutes. The examiner will then ask the candidate up to 3 questions
relating to the content of their project or ask for an explanation of the process involved in doing the

project. The examiner will also invite the candidate to explore some general points arising from the
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presentation of the project. Candidates who opt for a picture sequence are requested to select one of
5 picture sequence cards. They are given one minute to prepare a story and then are required to tell
the story, by talking without interruption for approximately 3 minutes. Following the narration,
candidates are asked 2 or 3 questions about the picture story and are invited to express their opinion

on wider or more abstract issues arising from the exploration of the picture sequence.

Marks in all three sections are awarded for fluency and ability to engage in and to sustain
conversation, for linguistic accuracy, for competence in using a wide range of structures and

vocabulary as well as for cultural knowledge.
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2. ORAL EXAMINATION

2.1 Performance of candidates

As in previous years, the majority of the 179 candidates for the 2006 Russian oral examination had
native or near-native competence. The standard of their spoken Russian and of their comprehension

of the spoken language was very high. The average mark for 2006 was 98%.

On the basis of performance in this year’s examination, there are three categories of candidates:

1. Heritage-speakers from the Russian Federation who speak Russian at home as their language of

communication.

2. Ethnic Russians, who lived in countries of the former Soviet Union, mainly Russian-speaking

minorities, before coming to Ireland.

3. Candidates mainly from the Baltic States and some other countries of the former Soviet Union for

whom Russian is the second or third language.

2.2 Analysis of candidate performance

In general, candidates were able to speak freely and were at ease about topics relating to their
personal life. On the whole they demonstrated the ability to use an impressive range of lexis, idioms
and an excellent use of abstract language. There was some evidence of interference from English

1diomatic constructions.

The second part of the examination proved more challenging than the first. Some candidates found it
difficult to select a topic relating to Russian culture and to discuss it with the examiner. Many
candidates from the second and third groups listed above had a limited and fragmentary knowledge

of contemporary Russia, Russian culture and Russian life. Many candidates felt more comfortable

comparing life or culture in Ireland with their native country.

The picture sequence section did not pose any difficulty for the majority of candidates. As in

previous years very few candidates (7) took up the project option. Among the topics chosen were:
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“The Russian Poet Boris Pasternak”, “The Battle of Stalingrad”, “Victory Day in Russia” and “The

History of St. Petersburg”.

2.3 Conclusions

The majority of candidates showed impressive communication skills and the ability to deal

with a wide range of issues in general conversation.

Candidates demonstrated a wide range of relevant information and opinions and displayed an

impressive range of lexis and idiom.

There is some evidence of interference from English-language syntactic and idiomatic

constructions.

A number of candidates appeared anxious at the prospect of talking about Russia and/or

Russian culture. Perhaps they are not aware of how much they know.

2.4 Recommendations to teachers and students

All candidates should familiarise themselves properly with the examination structure. Many
candidates commented during the Introduction Session that they were unaware of the

examination requirements and of the examination structure and procedures.

Candidates should be encouraged to speak about general topics at greater length and be
advised to respond to all questions in as full and detailed a manner as possible. Candidates

should avoid using short, undeveloped answers.

Candidates should be aware that their knowledge and understanding of Russian culture
and/or life is assessed. Russian culture, in this context, is used in the broadest possible

meaning. They should give some thought as to what topic interests them.

Candidates should be made more aware of the project option in the examination.
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3. ORDINARY LEVEL - Listening Comprehension and Written Expression

This report should be read in conjunction with the 2006 marking scheme.

3.1. Introduction

The Listening Comprehension examination consisted of four sections. Section 1 was made up of
four brief news items about building projects in Moscow; Section 2 was a news report about the
reception of the film “The Da Vinci Code” by the Minsk city authorities; Section 3 was an
advertisement for a doll and puppet museum; Section 4 was an interview with the space tourist Marc
Shuttleworth. In all sections candidates were required either to answer multiple choice questions or

to give information in short answers.

The Written Language paper consisted of two sections. Section I tested the candidates’ reading
comprehension skills; Section II tested the candidates cultural awareness and their ability to express

themselves in Russian.

Section 1

The comprehension tasks in Section I included reading an advertisement for a café and information
from hotel brochures (A), brief news items (B), an interview with the young pop star Ilya Lagutenko
(C) and a brief narrative (D). Tasks included understanding information, scanning to locate
information on a single point or more than one point and interpreting the text by using knowledge of
the world (A); skimming to obtain the gist of the text and distinguishing the main idea from
supporting details (B); understanding/expressing relations between part of the text through lexical
and grammatical cohesion devices (C) and following the thread of a narrative, extracting salient
points to summarise an idea/topic in the narrative and interpreting text by making inferences and
integrating information within the text with their own experience (D). In Section 1 candidates’
language awareness was also tested: they were asked to find examples of various parts of speech and
words of specified gender and number (A); they were also asked to scan the text to find the Russian

for a number of words and phrases (D).
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Section I1

In Section II (A) candidates were required to supply three details in 3-5 sentences on two of eight
topics. Candidates were permitted to choose whether to reply in English, in Irish or in Russian. The
topics were very general and were loosely based on material from Section I. In Section II (B)
candidates had to choose one of three topics on which to write an essay in Russian. One was a letter

to a friend, one a story about a journey and one an interview with a famous person of their choice.

3.2 Performance of candidates

Number and percentage of candidates achieving each grade in the current year and in the last three

years:

Table 2: The range of grades in the LC Russian (Ordinary Level)

Year A B C D E F NG Total
cohort

2003 33.33 33.33 33.33 3

2004 100 2

2005 50 30 20 10

2006 334 66.7 18

Eighteen candidates took Russian at Ordinary Level. Most candidates were not native speakers of
Russian but probably from countries in the former Soviet Union. Some difficulties with the script
and significant issues with spelling and the conventions of written Russian would suggest that
candidates had minimal formal tuition in Russian at any stage during their education. The command
of lexis, idiom, morphology and basic syntax was, on the other hand, commendable and showed that

candidates had considerable exposure to Russian as a means of oral communication.
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3.3.

Analysis of candidate performance

The following table summarises the performance of candidates in the listening comprehension paper

in 2006.
Table 3: The performance of candidates in the listening comprehension (Ordinary Level)
Section 1 Section 2 | Section 3 Section 4

Marks allocated to each question 30 20 27 23
Average mark 25 17 26 21
Average mark as % 84% 83% 94% 92%
Lowest mark 12 10 21 14
Lowest marks as % 40% 59% 78% 61%
Highest mark 30 20 27 23
Highest mark as % 100% 100% 100% 100%

The following table summarises the performance of candidates in the written language paper in

2006.
Table 4: The performance of candidates in the written language paper (Ordinary Level
Section I Section 2
Information |Mix and|Structuring| Comprehension | Short |Extended
retrieval | match |discourse answers: | writing
cultural
awarencss
Marks allocated to each question 60 40 20 40 30 30
Average mark 48 38 19 33 19 17
Average mark as % 80% 94% | 93% 84% 62% | 57%
Lowest mark (excluding a nil mark where 29 28 14 18 5 12
candidates omitted to answer a question)
Lowest marks as % 48% 70% | 70% 45% 17% | 40%
Highest mark 58 40 20 40 30 28
Highest mark as % 97% 100% | 100% 100% 100% | 93%

As the two tables above illustrate, most of the Ordinary Level candidates had strong receptive skills

both in the listening and in the reading comprehension tasks. All candidates attempted all

comprehension exercises and made a serious attempt to engage with the exercises. In (A) the hotel

brochures elicited better responses than the café advertisement. Many candidates supplied more

information than had been required. This was a sensible strategy given that a number of them

appeared to have problems understanding the questions, possibly because their command of English

was poor. On the whole candidates’ ability to extract salient points to summarise the underlying idea

of a text or to skim to obtain the gist of a text was slightly better than their ability to locate details.
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78% of candidates obtained full marks for the exercise matching news items and headlines (B). Part
(C) was very well answered, showing that candidates have a good understanding of the structuring
of discourse and the relations between parts of a text (40% obtained maximum marks); a number of
candidates were penalised in this exercise for introducing spelling mistakes when transcribing their
answers (wmo for umo; cxonxo for ckonvko). Part (D) was on the whole well answered. This section
possibly most acutely showed up problems some candidates had with English and others had with
Russian. These problems were principly lexical. Where there were no contextual clues to help
unlock the meaning of certain details, there was evidence of guesswork. Much of the guesswork was
based on the sounds of words and suggests that candidates are more comfortable with the spoken
language (e.g. he liked to sing for ou 106un noecms). Some candidates lost marks because the
quality of their English severely impeded comprehension of their answers. The one exercise type in
Section I which caused serious problems was the first language awareness question. Three
candidates did not read/understand the instructions; four candidates did not attempt the question and

only one candidate obtained full marks.

In Section II (A) candidates chose to write on the following topics: Russian cities (11); Russian food
— this topic provided mouth-watering discussions and descriptions of Russian dishes and breads
(10); Russian musicians — this topic provided lively and varied answers on a range of modern
popular musicians and groups, including Shura, Mumu Trol, Alla Pugacheva, Tatu, Dima Bilan,
Korni, Kirkorov (7); Leisure facilities (2) and Russian tourist resorts (2). No candidates wrote on
Lake Baikal, Travel in (or to) the Russian Federation or the Media in the Russian Federation. Most
of the answers were well informed and interesting; most candidates could supply two relevant details
on their chosen topic (particularly when it came to topics within their personal experience, such as
food or music). Some details were, however, too vague or general to gain full (or any) marks and
some comments or value judgments were not supported with evidence (see Exemplars of Standard).
Some candidates wrote their replies in note form, others wrote 3-5 discrete, unrelated or barely
related sentences. These candidates were penalised in the award of marks for Textual Coherence.
Some candidates only wrote on one topic (perhaps they failed to read the question carefully

enough?); one candidate did not write on any. Two candidates answered this question in Russian.

In Section II (B) candidates chose to write the following essays: Letter to a friend (12); Interview

with a famous person (2) and Travel narrative (1). Three candidates did not attempt this question.
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3.4

Conclusions

Strengths of extended writing:

lexis: candidates use a good range of appropriate lexis and idiom

functions: candidates are able to communicate basic functions such as greeting, signing off,
enquiring about someone's health/well-being, inviting, sending best wishes/regards to others,
thanking, expressing a desire/wish, expressing regret, expressing that they miss

someone/something, suggesting a course of action

word order: candidates have a good sense of Russian-language word order.

Problems in extended writing:

the script: poor formation of letters; confusion between the Cyrillic and Latin scripts

orthography: candidates tend to write words as they sound (confusion between voiced and

unvoiced consonants); candidates are uncertain about word boundaries

syntax, idiom and collocation: there is evidence of interference from English and

candidates' first language

textual coherence: a number of candidates gave little attention to structuring and organising
their discourse; development of ideas was sometimes patchy and/or unambitious and/or

rambling and/or repetitive
common errors:

0 collocation, which may show interference from English: s umero sxzamenvi/xopowiue

HOBOCMU, 51 3a001el HACMOPK, 51 0eaaro mou 18 nem mam

0 syntax: failure to differentiate between 'location in/at' and 'motion to'; non-agreement

within a noun phrase

0 morphology: conjugation of verbs in present and simple future tenses; use of soft sign

in verbal forms

0 word boundaries: joining prepositions and nouns/pronouns (ymers, gemy Huoeio,
KamHe 62ocme); joining negative particle and verb (dasro Hesuozvunvc,; Heckyuvau, s

HUKaK Hecmozy, HeOyno epems); other (makwmo, umo 6e)

Page 19 of 32



0 common spelling mistakes: xouy: xauto, xomuy, xouro, xauuy,; ouens.: ouen, oujeHv,
OueHU, OMUEH, OUbH, OUUH, 30eCb. 30eC, COeCh, YMo. WMo, Wmo, cetdac: wach,

cemuac, C4acsb, Hpasumcs. HpasumsCs, Hpasumca, Hpasuca

O punctuation: full stops and question marks tended to be the only forms of punctuation

used

3.5 Recommendations to teachers and students
Recommendations to teachers

e (Candidates need more practice in writing, in order to improve the legibility of their script and

to minimise confusion between the Cyrillic and Latin scripts

e (Candidates need advice on what constitutes ‘relevant’ information in the cultural awareness

sections.

Recommendations to students
Candidates should
e read the questions carefully
e attempt all questions

e provide as detailed answers as possible in the comprehension exercises.

Candidates should not:
e write in pencil.
N.B.

Pencil smudges easily; this tends to render answers illegible. Correcting fluid should not
be used. A candidate wishing to invalidate an answer should put a stroke through it.
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4. HIGHER LEVEL - Listening Comprehension and Written Expression

This report should be read in conjunction with the 2006 marking scheme.

4.1 Introduction

The Listening Comprehension examination consisted of four sections. Section 1 was made up of
four brief news items about building projects in Moscow; Section 2 was a news report about the
reception of the film “The Da Vinci Code” by the Minsk city authorities; Section 3 was an
advertisement for a doll and puppet museum; Section 4 was an interview with the space tourist Marc

Shuttleworth. In all sections candidates were required to give information in short answers.

The Written Language paper consisted of two sections. Section I tested the candidates’ reading
comprehension skills; Section II tested the candidates knowledge and understanding of grammar and

their language use in extended writing. One of the writing exercises also tested cultural awareness.

Section I

The first comprehension task in Section I was based on an interview with Vladimir Putin about his
early childhood and education. Tasks included understanding information, scanning to locate
information on a single point or more than one point and interpreting the text by using knowledge of
the world. Candidates could also choose either to write on Putin’s career or to write short notes on

three concepts referred to in the text which relate to Russian culture and society.

The second comprehension task in Section I was based on an article from the press about a British
agricultural worker who settled in Siberia. Candidates were required to skim through the text to
obtain the gist of the text and distinguish the main idea from supporting details and to follow the
thread of a narrative, extracting salient points to summarise an idea/topic in the narrative. Candidates
were tested on their language awareness, using material extracted from this second text. They were
asked to derive infinitives from finite forms of verbs; they were required to indicate the gender of

noun phrases from the text; they had to find words in the text from one of three semantic fields.

The exercise in the structuring extended discourse part of Section I required candidates to indicate

the order of sentences in a story by numbering randomly ordered sentences.
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Section I1

In Section II (1) candidates were required to put words in brackets into the correct form. The text
was a short biographical sketch of a young actress. Candidates were also required to insert
appropriate question words in an interview with a young actor. The question words were supplied in
the appropriate form. In Section II (2) candidates wrote a short essay on one of nine topics. Most of
the topics related to Russian culture and/or society. The topics were very general and were loosely
based on material from Section I. In Section II (3) candidates had to choose one of three topics on
which to write an essay in Russian. One was a letter, one a narrative about a journey and one a

discussion of their experience of the Irish post-primary sector.

4.2 Performance of candidates

Table 5: The range of grades in the LC Russian (Higher Level)

Year A B C D E F NG Total
cohort
2003 83.7 14.6 1.8 55
2004 79.5 13.7 2.8 2.8 1.4 73
2005 90.1 7.2 2.7 111
2006 86.7 10.1 1.2 0.6 1.3 158

Higher Level: 158 candidates took Russian at Leaving Certificate Higher Level in 2006. As in

previous years, the majority of candidates were native or near-native speakers. This is reflected in

the high proportion of A grades.

4.3 Analysis of candidate performance

The following table summarises the performance of candidates in the listening comprehension paper

in 2006.

Table 6: The performance of candidates in the listening comprehension (Higher Level)

Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4
Marks allocated to each question 22 14 24 20
Average mark 18 13 22 19
Average mark as % 82% 93% 92% 95%
Lowest mark 0 0 4 9
Lowest marks as % 0% 0% 17% 45%
Highest mark 22 14 24 20
Highest mark as % 100% 100% 100% 100%
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The performance of candidates in the listening comprehension was extremely good, as evidenced by

the average marks obtained in each section.

The following table summarises the performance of candidates in the written language paper in

2006.

Table 7: The performance of candidates in the written language paper (Higher Level)

Section I Section II
Q.1 Q.2 Q3 Q.1 Q2] Q3
Comprehension | Cultural | Summary | Language| Structuring | Grammar | Short |Guided
awareness awareness| discourse essay | writing
Marks allocated to each question 32 18 | 37 13 20 30 | 30 | 40
Average mark 30 15 32 10 18 26 | 29 | 38
Average mark as % 93% 85% | 87% | 77% | 91% | 86% |95% |94%
Lowest mark (excluding the nil mark 6 4 6 1 2 4 19 | 10
where candidates omitted to answer a
question)
Lowest marks as % 19% 22% | 16% | 8% 10% | 13% [63%(25%
Highest mark 32 18 37 13 20 30 | 20 | 40
Highest mark as % 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% [100%|100%

Comprehension: Higher Level candidates’ receptive and comprehension skills are very strong, as
borne out by the average marks obtained (Question 1: 93%; Question 2: 87%). In some cases
candidates did not give enough detail. Candidates found it more challenging to skim to obtain the
gist of a paragraph, to differentiate primary from secondary details and to structure their responses as

summaries than they did to locate specifically required information.

Cultural awareness: In Section I, Question 1 the majority of candidates elected to write short notes
on three topics rather than a paragraph on one (Putin’s career). Those who elected to write on Putin’s
career relied overly heavily on the information in the comprehension text, where they were being
asked to provide information not given in the text. The general standard of answers was very good,

as evidenced by the average mark of 85%. Two candidates did not attempt this question.

The short answers highlight a number of issues which candidates found problematic. When asked to

write short notes on a concept/issue from the text candidates were unsure whether to answer in
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relation to the Russian or the Irish context: nBop becomes an Irish school yard, sanextpuuka becomes
the DART. [One candidate resolved this issue by making reference to both contexts. I1epgwiii knacc:
B nepewiii knacc uoym oemu yuumncsi om wecmu 0o cemu nem. (Koneuno, 6 kaxicooti cmpane no
pasnomy, 6 Upnanouu c uemwipex)]. Some candidates wrote short autobiographical texts relating
their own experience of the concept or issue [Ilepssiti knacc: A nekozoa He3ab6y0y deHb K020a
nouwna 8 wKkoay nepswiil pas...|; others wrote short opinion pieces arguing for or against a concept or
issue [/lIxonvnas gpopma: H Oymaio umo Kaxicoas wKoua O0ANCHA UMEMb CEOI0 WKOJLHYIO hopmy
KOMOopas OOJINHCHA OMAUYAMCSL OM OpY2ux wKoj. M Kadicowvlil yueHuK 00IHCeH ee HOCUMb ¢
2opoocmoio ...|. Answers were sometimes overly general; some answers contained non-factual value
judgments which were not substantiated or illustrated. A number of candidates did not read the
instructions and wrote a paragraph about one of the topics rather than 1-2 sentences about three

topics; others wrote short notes on all topics.

In this section candidates are permitted to choose in whatever language they wish to answer.
Candidates should answer in the language in which they feel most comfortable as marks are awarded
for content and textual cohesion, but not for the quality of language/expression. Very few answered

in English. None answered in Irish.

Language awareness/use of grammar: Section [, Question 2, Language awareness: The section in
which candidates performed least well was the first question where they were asked to derive the
infinitive from a finite form. The most common errors included: omitting the soft sign (»);
incorrectly spelling the reflexive ending (ca instead of cz) or leaving it off altogether, and altering
the aspect of the verb. Candidates also had difficulty with verbs of motion, it would appear they
consider the ‘default’ form to be the prefixed perfective form. A significant proportion of candidates
had difficulty naming the gender of noun phrases. This suggests that many candidates, though they
have a high degree of fluency and excellent comprehension skills, have had little or no formal
learning of the language. The exercise requiring candidates to find words belonging to semantic

groups did not pose difficulties.

Section II, Question 1 (i) where candidates were required to put the words in brackets into the
correct form was well answered. The average mark was 86%. A number of candidates were
penalised for introducing spelling mistakes into their answers; others lost marks for inserting words

other than those which had been supplied in brackets (for substituting ropon Kazawns for Kazanw;
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Examepuna for Kams; akmep for akmpuca). The second exercise in this question posed no serious

difficulties.

Structuring discourse: This question was very well answered as a rule: the average mark was 91%.

Four candidates did not attempt this question.

Short essay: In Section II, Question 2 candidates elected to write on the following topics; the topics

have been listed under each heading in order of choice:

Most chosen topic Less chosen topic Not chosen
Moscow City transport Agriculture
The Russian Siberia

village/countryside

Higher Education in the RF

Sport in the RF Russian actors

Film/cinema in the RF

Candidates were required to answer this question in Russian. The quality of the Russian was
excellent. Candidates had no difficulty writing expository prose, the average mark was 95% and the
lowest mark (of those who attempted this question) was 65%. The quality of the content varied
considerably. Most candidates were able to give five relevant points on their chosen topic, many
gave considerably more points. Some candidates should give more thought to the organisation of
their ideas. One candidate attempted to include all topics into their short essay. Four candidates did

not attempt this question.

Guided writing: The letter option was by far the most popular option. The narrative and discussion
were as popular as one another. Assistant examiners commented on the extremely high quality of
written Russian in some scripts and on the pleasure it had been to read some of the texts, which were
not only well written, but also imaginatively conceived and well structured. The most successful
answers were spontaneous and authentic using idiomatic Russian. Candidates took ownership of
their chosen topics and made a genuine attempt to address the stimulus. There was no evidence of
pre-packaged or learned-off material. Answers demonstrated rich and complex language, candidates

employed a wide range of appropriate lexis and idiom and showed a high degree of sophistication in

Page 25 of 32



the manipulation of the structures of the language. Tone and register as a rule was wholly suited to
the chosen task. A number of the essays demonstrated considerable knowledge of the world and

exceptional maturity. The average mark was 94%.

Marks were lost mainly where candidates failed to understand part of the question or failed to
include content details that were required. There were minor spelling errors in most essays. These
were not penalised as in all other respects the essays exceeded the requirements. Some candidates
did not structure their writing at all well. The discursive essays were sometimes more like personal

accounts than discussions and they included too many anecdotes at the expense of argument.

4.4 Conclusions
e The standard of answering was very high.

e More attention to detail in the reading comprehension sections would have raised marks even

higher.

e Candidates tended to give full answers and made sure to cover all points in the written

sections.

¢ Difficulties in understanding or expression in English had a significant impact in the case of

a few candidates.

e A small number of candidates can read and have cultural knowledge but appear never to have

learned to write in cursive script.

Most common errors:

Orthography Use of soft signs (») in verbal forms
Use of —6- instead —- of in -e2o/-020 endings (npo nes0)
Standard spelling rules (xouro, npuesorcsaiom, —kwiii)
Use of -e- instead of -3- (emom, emo, emuepanm)
Single/double consonants (parno, yuennux)

Word boundaries ymomo (for ymo-mo)
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Preposition + noun/pronoun socnosnom (for 6 ocnosnom); cnepsvix knaccos (for ¢ nepswvix

K1accos); nouetl ckyuams (for no nei ckywamo)

Negative particles nHuouém (for nHu o uém); ne 06xo0umo (for neobxooumo)
Idiom (anglicised collocations) cmapwas/emopas wikona (for cpeonss wkona)
Syntax overuse of amo

punctuation conventions

Anglicised constructions nocne 06a 2oda (for uepesz osa cooa)

4.5 Recommendations to teachers and students
Recommendations to teachers
e Teachers should stress to candidates to make every attempt to write legibly.

e Teachers of students who have near-native competence should focus on literacy skills, the
language appropriate to various text types (letter writing, narrative and discussion) and on

English-language summary writing skills.

e Some candidates need advice on the level at which they should sit the examination, others
might be advised and given the opportunity to study another language, one which is possibly

closer to their mother tongue.

Recommendations to students

Candidates who are not receiving formal instruction in Russian should consult the SEC web-pages

for (a) a description of the paper, (b) past papers and (c) past marking schemes.
Students should

e Read the questions carefully and do what is required. There are no marks for irrelevant or

additional material.

¢ Inreading and listening comprehension sections, elaborate as much as possible in answering.
There is no penalty for giving too much detail, but marks might well be lost for giving too

little.

e Give some thought and devote some time to organising their ideas before writing the

answers.
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e In the grammar test, candidates should not substitute words for those given in brackets.
e Attempt all questions in all sections as required.

¢ In the writing section, read the instructions carefully. Marks are allocated for what is asked.

No marks are awarded for irrelevant information.
e In the writing section, organise ideas into paragraphs.
e Write legibly.

e Check how many questions/sections should be answered. Do not leave questions/sections

unanswered.

e Familiarise themselves with basic grammatical terminology (parts of speech [noun, verb,
adjective, etc]; basic grammatical categories such as tense, aspect, case) in either Russian or

English.

e Read a range of text types that interest them (web-sites, newspapers and magazines,
literature, biography and memoir) in Russian in order to develop your reading skills, then

discuss them in English.

e Check in what language answers should be.

N.B.: Pencil should not be used to answer any section of the paper, not even the Listening
Comprehension. Pencil smudges easily, this tends to render answers illegible. Correcting fluid
should not be used. A candidate wishing to invalidate an answer should put a stroke through it.
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5. EXEMPLARS OF STANDARD

5.1. Ordinary Level

The following answers were written by candidates in the 2006 examination

Short answers: cultural awareness (15 marks per answer)

Blinchiki: This type of dish is very popular and you would always see it at parties, weddings etc. (4)
1t is made of eggs, flour, milk (4) and then you put anything you would like like cheese, meat,

chocolate ect. Most of people use chees and meat. (4)

This answer obtained twelve marks for content and two marks for textual coherence (material
generally developed within a planned framework. Generally well constructed but lacking coherence

in places).

Russian city (Moscow): Moscow is a very beautiful city. There are loods [sic] of things to visit. It is

also the capital of Russia. (4) There are loads of historical things you can go and visit. (2)

This answer obtained six marks for content and one mark for coherence (Satisfactory organisation of
materials. Development of ideas patchy and/or unambitious.) This answer illustrates a fairly
common problem: candidates do not supply evidence for value judgements and/or supply answers
which are so vague that they could refer to anything anywhere. No marks were awarded for
reference to Moscow’s beauty. Reference to historic things to visit should be supported with at least

one example to obtain full marks.

Extended Writing (30 marks) [Errors in script are in bold.]
Ilpuset Tom! (42)

Kax u mube ouna? (A1) ¥ mune écuo nopmanvno (B2) ckopo 3axonuty wixony (B2), yempoynca na
suwupam na pabomy (B1). Bemy nuoenio bun owensv kpacusau 0bHu Ho moaka nioxa (C2) mo wymo
5 3a6anen nacmopk u kawans (C2). Hadesucy wimo eema iema s uptucey oamou (D2) moocem

yepes meces unu 06a (D2). [lupuoau ecem npusem (E2)

Name of candidate
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This answer demonstrates a good knowledge of Russian idiom, an acceptable range of appropriate
lexis. The tone and register are appropriate to the task, expression is fluent and the candidate fulfils
most of the task requirements and produces a well constructed (if unadventurous) piece of text. The
candidate was penalised for errors in orthography and inflectional morphology. He/she also lost

marks for content, failing to make reference to seeing his/her friend and for failing to sign off.

Content and Textual cohesion: 4

expression: 18 Total: 22

5.2 Higher Level

The following texts were written by candidates for the Leaving Certificate in 2006

The following answers illustrate the assessment of expression in the short essay (Section II, Question
2). They illustrate in particular the difference between candidates who are awarded marks for

expression (a) using the limited lower accuracy (LA) scale and (b) using the whole scale:

(@)  Camuii uzéecnviu cnopm 6 Pyccoiu amo ¢poombon. Bcém pasuya uepamu smom cnopm.
Dmom cnorm camau unmepechviu. Mue ouun pansuya cmampemu no muliuU30Ry KaK OHUU
uepaem. A u opy3vs uepaem gpoomoboa kadxcovl oenu. A nyrooao cnopm Poccuticku. A oymoyro uepes

200 s1 noudy 6 Poccolu na cmampemu poomoéon. A sy bezymua naumu.

This essay illustrates the difficulty of assessing expression in many candidates whose life-experience
has exposed them to Russian, but who have had limited tutoring in the language and possibly limited
exposure to written Russian. This text exhibits a number of strengths - the candidate has a good
command of tense, temporal relations and aspect; s/he uses complex syntactical structures, such as
the subordinate clause introduced by kak after a verb of perception; s/he is comfortable with the use
of the dative to express the semantic subject of HpaBuThcs; s/he uses the irregular plural form of
apy3ba; s’/he has no difficulty expressing degree (superlative of adjectives). On the other hand
he/she has difficulties with the cyrillic script (s/he prints, rather than using the cursive script) - s’he
has problems with spelling of even the most basic words (a number of the spelling errors suggest
interference from English ¢poot6om); there are problems with both basic nominal and adjectival

inflections; some constructions suggest interference from English (urpaem doot6our).

This candidate was awarded 10/20 marks for expression (LA).
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(b) Cubupo

Cubups naxooumcs na eocmoke Poccuu. Emo mecmo aensiemcs 00OHUM U3 He MHO2UX KOMopble ecto
HeObLIU CUTbHO MpoHymbl yvleunuzayuel. Ilpupooa ¢ Cubupe ouensb gocxumumuivha. Jlemom mam
memnepamypa noxoxca Ha gecty Ha Mkpaune, ckadxcoim. 3ema mam cyposa. Temnepamypa mosxcum
ynacmw 00 — 40. Iloemomy 30eco Hcbi8ym 0ueHb 00AnMUpPOBanble HCblOmMHbIe, KAK Me08eoU, 80IKU
u onenu. Cubups Haxooumcs oueHvb 61u3Ko K Amepuxanckomy wmamy Ansacka. Emo ouens

EKCKII03UBHOE Mecno npesjiukaem K cebe OXOMmHUYUX mypucmoe co 6ce2o mupa.

This candidate's text exhibits some of the same difficulties as the previous one - a few problems with
orthography and, indeed, some errors in the manipulation of the Cyrillic script. On the other hand,
this candidate uses a far wider range of appropriate lexis; the tone and register are wholly suited to
the task; leaving aside the question of orthography, this text is almost flawless in terms of accuracy
and shows a high (native speaker) degree of sophistication in the manipulation of the language. This

candidate was awarded full marks for Expression (20).

Section II, Question 3, Letter

The following two letters illustrate the difference between candidates who are awarded marks for

expression (a) using the whole scale and (b) using the more limited Lower Accuracy (LA) scale.
(a) Ilpusem mama u nana!
Cnacubo umo nezabunu 6ol mens. A pso umo y eac éce nopsioke. Kak oena?

YV mensa meneps ouenv bonvuion dom, boavue wem 6abywxa umeem. boruwou cad, moaice
ecmb 020po0. [Kopoue mne emom dom camuii nyyuii. Kozoa coenaro pomoepaguu yeuoume. /fom

cepuii — u3 KameHw. |

Ce2o0ns bonwoti denw. bByoy swcenumca ecnu 306unu. A ne kax nemaey 3abume Kax coenal

npeonodicenue pyku u cepoya. Cmpano noayuunocs!
A ¢ Tamvsanou oymaem coenams eu3y. Tocoa npunemum ¢ Poccuii! Xouewn?

a 3abun cxazanv umo 6y0y uckamo Ho8y0 pabomy. A xouro 3a06ims 0 c60em mpaxKmope Ho

HYJICHU OeHeu mak Hewego Henoodenaeut! Ilpasoa?
A xouro noexamo ¢ ceoiim demeti u noxasamov Cankm—Ilemepodype u nosce Kanununepao.

Xopouio nemy y mensi MHo2o epemenu. Tax mnoeo HyscHo coenams. Ilepedati npusem

babuwxe. Dce noka, 0o cmeue, CKyUsio.
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Muxauin

Expression 12/15

11- | Vocabulary use good — rich, idiomatic and appropriate. Spelling mistakes rare,
15 grammar generally correct: Good level of accuracy in verb endings, agreements;

correct use of tense. ..

(b) extract [Errors in script are in bold.]
Ipuset mamma u nana!!!

Ceso0ns 51 dHceHtoc (udice emopotil pas) Ho Tamesana oyeH Kpacueas u OHa MeHs. O4eHbl TI0OUM.
Ouenvl JHcanka wmo 6vl HeMOACUMbL YUACBABAMbL, HO Mbl CKOPA CHell NOEOUM 8 AHenuro u mozoa
bl cmodicumu e2o ysuoems. U mens ouenvl bonvuioi 0om — oHU cOecb Ha MHO20 decesiie Yyem
Anenuti u mpakmop u mens ecmo. Taxk umo nebanwas xozaucmeo noayuaemcs. Ckopo 6yoy
noKynamwl 10¢50 U Koposu. A pabomaio 8 Koixoze omseeymseunvim no mpakmopame a Tamvaua
cuoum 0oma, NOMoOMy Ymo OHA 3010M HAULY MATUHKYIO 004Ky Beponuxy — [lozopaeénato Bui
cmaHnosumce babywxou u oedam! Y mens 30ece yoce mnoza opysei u orazooaps Tamovsne s yce

2oeopio no Pycckuii azux. A u uwiro 5 ...

Expression: LA 11/12

11-12 | Expression is very fluent, with a high degree of lexical, syntactic and
idiomatic variety but serious problems with basic accuracy (spelling, word
boundaries + inflectional morphology)/ errors in every 2™ or 3" word
Vocabulary use good — rich, idiomatic and appropriate.

No problem with use of tense, aspect and case. No difficulty with complex
syntactical structures. Tone and register appropriate.

Spelling mistakes common, problems with word boundaries
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