Submission by a parent
I am writing to request that my daughter be given the opportunity to sit her Junior Certificate Maths Higher paper 2, French Higher paper and Geography Higher paper at a future date as she was unable to do these as she was in hospital with suspected appendicitis which ended up being a cyst on her ovary. 
 

I have been told by the school and the office of the State Examinations Commission that there is no provision for students to take the papers which they have missed. I would like a copy of this policy as I could not find it on your website and I now wish to make a formal complaint on this matter. I know reasonable accommodation can be provided with notice but this does not cater for the child who is suddenly taken ill and cannot sit the exam on the scheduled day. I am sure my daughter is not he only person that this has happened to and the policy needs to be improved. 
 

My daughter has the right to sit her exams which are the culmination of 3 years hard work. She needs to have closure on the matter to be able to move on. She has not seen the papers and has asked her friends not to discuss the exams in the hope that she might be able to take them in an exam environment while the exams are still taking place. Can you organise this? I am sure that the department produce a second paper in case anything happens to the first and she would be happy to take this. If none of this is possible could she sit the original exams in the exam centre even if the papers are not marked officially? This would be very beneficial to her and would help her to decide her subject choices and levels for her Leaving Certificate. We are relocating shortly and she will be attending a different school. It is very important that she has results for the subjects that she has missed.  
 

Hayley was discharged from hospital yesterday at 12.30pm and went straight into her History Higher paper at 2pm. She had been fasting for two days and was unable to eat much. She was very weak and still in pain having been on a drip for 2 days and had little sleep. The school have been very supportive but are limited by the policies of the State Examinations Commission. They will be writing to your office but I have been told by your office that there will be no explanation alongside the subjects that she has missed on her results certificate. I have also been told that the person correcting her History Paper or in fact her Business and Science which she is currently doing will have no knowledge of the fact that she was/is unwell doing the paper. I feel that this is very unfair and should also be looked at.
 

I am sure your office has statistics for the number of children who are unable to sit their exams for whatever reason at short notice. I would like to suggest that these children be allowed to take these exams at a later date. Parents would be prepared to make arrangements to take their children wherever this would be possible. I hope that your office will take on board the points I have raised and will reply as soon as possible. 
 

I intend to take this matter further with the Ombudsman for Children if you cannot help, as I would not wish for this to happen to my daughter or any other child when they are taking their Leaving Certificate exams.
