Submission by a parent
I wish to make submissions on the above subject as follows:

 

The Format of the Exams 
The state examinations, Junior and Leaving Certificate do not suit the learning styles of most students with Dyslexia. Terminal, hand-written, essay-type, timed examinations are totally unsuitable for my own Dyslexic children.. Until such time as examinations contain elements of continuous assessment, project work which counts towards final marks and course work which can be completed on a term or yearly basis, students with dyslexia will continue to be disadvantaged and will need special accommodations to help minimise this disadvantage. 

My childrens Dyslexia involve Comprehension and Speed of Processing, therefore they take longer to read and comprehend a written examination.  A reader, or the provision of questions on tape will continue to be necessary. 

Annotation of Exam Certificates 
Giving a student with dyslexia an accommodation which he or she needs and then indicating on the certificate that such accommodation was given is unfair. It gives with one hand and takes away with the other. The object of the accommodation is to remove the disadvantage the student suffers. 
Third Level Accommodation
Students at third level colleges receive a lot of additional supports which students at second level do not. My own son found the supports in College tremendously helpful.  He also gets special accommodation in exams, i.e. extra time, use of tape recorders or word processors and will not have his Certificates endorsed in any way. 
Hoping we can all continue to support our children and encourage them to their full potential.
