Submission by a parent

Hello,
I am delighted to have this opportunity to highlight some issues that have arisen for my children wrt reasonable
accommodations(RA) in the recent past.

BACKGROUND:
I am the parent of 4 children with dyslexia, one of whom also has severe nonverbal learning difficulties.
1.
My eldest son was assessed as having SLD = dyslexia, the Jan before his Leaving Certificate 2005.(LC)
Some of his abilities were at the 99th percentile. However his difficulties went down in order to the 11th percentile.
There was a significant difference between his oral  ability and performance on written work. His psychologist
recommended that oral presentation of his work would enable him to overcome his very obvious disadvantages
wrt written examination. We applied. The application was refused. The appeal we made, following this refusal, was refused - the April before his LC.!!!
This was EXTREMELY upsetting and distracting at a critical time in his life. The decision to refuse the
requested accommodation has affected his results, his self esteem and his confidence. He is a gifted individual but does not
see himself in that category - his examination results never matched his knowledge.
2.
My daughter was assessed with severe SLD=dyslexia the year before she sat her Junior Certificate (JC) exam in 2004.
She was below the second percentile in two areas.
Her psychologist recommended oral presentation, a reader, spellings and grammar waiver.
She did not feel able to take on board using all three in an examination setting and opted for the s&g waiver and the reader.
She applied for and received these accommodations for her JC 2004
Thankfully she has been allowed both of these again for her LC 2007.
Why are the recommendation of the experts not accepted? - she had to undergo assessment again, by a NEPS psychologist
before these were granted for her LC !!!   More stress, worry etc  !!!!
3.
My son is sitting his  JC 2007. He is gifted. He has been assessed at the 99.6th percentile in some areas of verbal
ability. He is dyslexic and has severe nonverbal learning difficulties. The difficulties he
deals with daily, are experienced by only -  0.5% of the population !!!!!!.  Our initial application for s&g waiver and a reader was refused.
On appeal he was granted s&g waiver. Today he is being assessed by a NEPS psychologist wrt his
reading speed !!!!!  This was to be witnessed by someone familiar with his reading speed. The school had difficulties finding someone familiar with his reading speed as he is not asked to read regularly at school. - Remember - HE IS DYSLEXIC - and best practice advises that a dyslexic child or adult does not read in public!!!!!!!!!!
He has a problem understanding what he is reading.  He has no problem with his reading speed!!!
Why must he be assessed again?  Why is there no understanding of what his actual difficulties are ???
Once again stress, damage to self confidence  - is this really necessary ???

4.
My daughter of 12yrs, was assessed at age 10 years,and diagnosed with SLD= dyslexia.She was approx 4 years
behind her peers in some areas. She is starting secondary school this year 2007.
What mountains will we have to climb for her wrt reasonable accommodations for her JC and LC?
She too has been assessed as being gifted.

COMMENT
.
1.The current examination system - points and writing based does NOT suit any of my children.
2.The assessment of expert psychologists appears to be questioned when reasonable accommodations are being
   considered.
3.A visit by a NEPS psychologist to assess a child's SLD can be stressful. It may take 15 minutes and is not a true reflection
  of  that child's complete learning and examination performance profile.
4.The granting of reasonable accommodations is done very late in the examination year.
5.The appeal process takes place too late - the result of the appeal is made known approx only 6 weeks before the
   examination.
6.There seems to be no understanding of nonverbal learning difficulties when reasonable accommodations are being
   considered.
7.The criteria for granting reasonable accommodations appear to be very rigid. They may discriminate against
   certain pupils who do not fit exactly into the defined categories and yet may have more difficulties than those pupils
   do fit fit neatly into the categories.
8.The particular problems experienced by the gifted child in examination situations, when they have SLD and nonverbal
   learning difficulties should be examined and accommodated.  At present there would appear to be little realisation of
   their particular needs.
9.The child who has multiple learning difficulties does not appear to be considered - especially if they do not fall below
   the cut off points for consideration in any category. Surely a child with multiple problems has to be considered
   in a way that recognises their extra problems with learning and examinations in particular.?

 

Additional information
 

Disabled Locked out of Education -   Article in Tribune Business 3/6/2007 by  Dr Constantin Gurdgiev -
Editor of Business and Finance Magazine.
 

In the above article Dr Gurdgiev states -
' Currently, only about 20% of students with dyslexia go to college, so if proper assessment were to help even a quarter
of those who do not progress to third-level education, Ireland would gain some 6,000 extra third level graduates a year'.
 

These are AMAZING figures. I would suspect that the difficulties experienced by second level students in many areas
accounts for this very low representation of students with dyslexia and other learning difficulties at third level.
One of the difficulties is obtaining reasonable accommodations for state examinations.
As previosly highlighted by me this is an exhausting process for child and parent.  The child who unfortuanatley has 
parents who do not understand their difficulties or are unable to advocate for their child, lose out.
The present system for obtaining reasonable accommodations is like climbing a mountain  and is NOT designed
to ensure that able children who just happen to learn and perform at examination differently than the norm get a chance.
 

It does not really surprise me that the third level sector and Ireland INC are loosing out due to the underrepresentation

of people with specfic learning difficulties, in third level education.

Do we not value these children ?

Do we not understand their courage?

Do we not appreciate their strengths?

Would Ireland be better off with a diversity of abilities and talents in the third level sector?

Is there no understanding of the ability profile of many people with dyslexia ?  - They can be very gifted in

mathematics and the sciences!!!  Do we need mathemathicians and scienctists???

 

People with dyslexia think differently than the norm and see opportunities and connections that are not 

seen by many.  If these people are under represented at third level we as a society lose out.  Of

course the student who does not progress loses out most.   This is a shame !!!

 

ANY examination of the process for granting or denying reasonable accommodations should include an

examination of the poor representation of people with dsylexia and I suspect other verbal and non verbal

learning difficulties, at third level.  Reasonable accommodations are the 'GATE KEEPER' of access to

third level education for students with dyslexia !!!!!!!!

Care and understanding is required.

 

