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Reasonable Accommodations at the Certificate Examinations

The NPSA has no difficulty with the current provisions for pupils with special needs at State exams. However, we hear from our members and others that there are two areas in the administration of the process which, in certain schools, can cause considerable difficulty for the pupils:

1. Parents must be informed as to what provisions are available and for whom.

It is necessary for the parents of children with special needs to be informed precisely what provisions are available for their children.  Unfortunately, some schools do not seem to have sufficient knowledge themselves and do not seem to be able to advise the parents.  Also, in a small number of cases, parents would claim, that schools not only do not know what is available but also do not seem to have any inclination to find out.  

Therefore we suggest that all students entering a second level school should be given information on reasonable accommodations during the first term of their first year.  This would take the form of a leaflet from the Examinations Commission.  It could be done in the following way:

· Schools would be given sufficient documentation for all of their incoming first years and instructed to distribute it.

· Then, when completing the “Octobers Returns”, schools would be required to state that the information had been distributed.

2. From the beginning of their second year, in all “house exams”, pupils must be accommodated in the same way that they would be accommodated in the State Exams.

One of the difficulties some pupils with special needs face, if they are allowed the use of a lap-top or are using a tape recorder or a scribe, is that the first time they do an exam in this way is when they attempt a State Exam.  Obviously, this puts them at a huge disadvantage.  Therefore, it is essential that the way they do the State exam must be the way they do all exams before that (unless there is a good reason, in the child’s interest, for that not to happen).  Schools should be obliged to make the necessary provisions and should be funded to do so.    
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