National Association for Deaf People
Submission to the State Examinations Commission

Deaf and hard of hearing children have a range of needs in terms of accessing education services and examinations. Each person with a hearing loss has a hearing loss which is unique to that individual, and the range of each student’s preferred and optimal modes of communication reflect this reality. As such, reasonable accommodations for deaf and hard of hearing students in the context of state examinations will need to be broad and flexible to address the range of needs in an equitable and reasonable manner.

This submission document is not meant to be comprehensive, but sets out the main issues of concern for deaf and hard of hearing students undertaking state examinations.

Reasonable accommodation options for deaf and hard of hearing students should include, where appropriate:

1. The option to be excluded from oral/aural components of examinations.
2. The option to have examination regulations and arrangements presented in Irish Sign Language.

3. The option to have examination regulations and arrangements presented on a one to one basis to facilitate lipreading etc.

4. The option to have examination papers interpreted in Irish Sign Language.

5. The option to have queries explained by the examination supervisor in Irish Sign Language.

6. The option to use assistive technology which assists the student with communication.

7. The option to be seated in an area within the examinations hall which optimises communication.
8. The option of being provided with additional examination time to reflect the extra time required for interpretation, lipreading etc.

The above issues should be given due consideration by the State Examinations Commission in the provision of reasonable accommodations for deaf and hard of hearing students undertaking state examinations. I would be delighted to provide any further information or clarification required on request.
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