 Submission from Scoil Aireagail

To whom it may concern:
Apologies for a rather late submission- hope you will accept it and be
able to use it.
We have quite a lot of experience of students who have received
Reasonable Accommodations in the past number of years, at both Junior
Cert and Leaving Cert level. Typically this year we have 12 special
centres in our school for State Examinations. They have been mostly on
the grounds of students with a Specific Learning Disability, but we have
had one or two other cases, e.g a boy with hearing difficulties and a
girl with a severe visual problem, also a student who had behavioural
difficulties and an Asperger's student.

With all this experience we have a few observations which may be of help
to the Advisory Group.

1. Timing-  we are asked to prepare applications for the Leaving Cert
students due to sit their exams the following June, at a very busy time
in school, especially if, as in our school, we may have 5 or 6
applications to make. Could this be advanced to say end of April for
closing date or delayed until end of September?

2. This year we were informed quite early of the result of our
applications for both Leaving Cert and Jr Cert students which was a
first as in the past the result of applications has been far too close
to the actual examinations and did not leave  much time to prepare and
practice (for example use of tape recorder). Please could this be the
norm for schools who do submit their applications in good time?

3. Some recognition should be made regarding the workload someone has to
do in preparing the applications (usually the Learning Support Teacher),
and subsequently following up with letters advising parents of the
outcome of the applications etc

4. Currently the school has to supply tapes for the exam students who
have been granted the use of a tape recorder. If this is the medium
through which the student has to do his exams, why should the school
fund the outlay which can be considerable if a number of students have 
been given this reasonable accommodation. Perhaps the State Examinations
Commission should  be responsible for this outlay?

5. We have noted the discouraging effect that some students have
experienced when an application for reasonable accommodations has been
turned down (this has been on the grounds of a specific Learning
disability /low average  ability).
Perhaps the parameters are too rigid?  Whilst recognising that the
integrity of the examination is all important, what advantage can be
gained by providing a reader for example to a student with SLD of low
average ability?  It is not taking into account that the student may
incline towards a much stronger auditory learning style and that hearing
text read aloud may make a huge difference to his understanding?

Yours sincerely,

Susan Brophy LST   Scoil Aireagail   School No. 70570N

